
CRITICAL DAYS FORU.S.,
VIEW OF ROBERT LANSING
State Department Counselor DefendsAdministration and ReviewsWar Problems.

.V I'W YORK, February LT»..Robert
],ansintc. counselor for the State Department.in a speech before seven

hundred alumni of Amherst College at

their annual banquet here last nipht.
declared that these were critical days ,

for the United States, "how critical
only those who are in intimate touch
with affairs can realize." The Kuro- j

pean war. he said, had raised a series of

problems which had never before been

solved and "the liability of error, the ,
T.C unintentional nartiality and

the constant complaint of «ne or an- J.
other of the -belligerents makes the

path of neutrality rough arid uneer-L
tain." 4
Mr. Lansing expressed disapproval of

the suggestion that diplomatic officers I
1" placed under civil service rules, and j
defended President Wilson and Secre-[?
tary Bryan against criticism that thej-
failed to retain diplomats who had been
named by former administrations. 1

2iot in Touch With Administration.
These diplomats could not be expect- 1

ed. lie said, to support the foreign poli- *

cies of the present administration. On
men who comprehended and were in j c

eympatljry with these policies and were c

enthusiastic in carrying them out, the c

success of the policies depended, he as- i

serted. r
"I must say that the emphatic opin- r

ions of some of our former representa- j
tives are rather amusing, when one j ^
considers that they would never have t
heen appointed under civil service t
rui^s." said Mr. Lansing.
"When it comes to the principal posts

abroad I am strongly opposed to tying
the hands of the President in any way.
If we had obtained all our ambassa- r

dors and ministers by promotion we
v ould not have had such men at Lon- j
don as E. J. Phelps and Joseph H. ®

Choate. or men like Myron T. Herrick J

uml Brand Whitlock. Such men, inex- f
perienced in diplomatic practice but s

equipped with qualities which com- t
mand respect and achieve success, are y
the ones who have brought luster to f
American diplomacy. a

Confronted by Novel Problems. *

"Diplomacy today is wrestling with 0

novel problems, to which it must apply r
natural justice and practical common a

sense. Neutral nations have to meet a

series of problems which have never i

been solved. The liability of error, the
'

danger of unintentional partiality and
the constant complaint of one or anotherof the belligerents make the path
of neutrality rough and uncertain.
"Things have to be done, not studied, (

these days. The motto, 'Do it now,* is
*

not a piece of advice in the Department
of State: it is a command. A question
which is a week old is ancient history.
Considering the customary slow and
dignified way of diplomacy, this 'touchand-go*method of doing business was

a decided innovation, and compelled a

radical change in the machinery c

through which our foreign affairs are g
conducted. ,j
"Today, when nations are swayed

with unreasonable passion, when preju- r

dice blinds them, when they 'see red/ t
when they misjudge their friends as ^
well as their foes, is the time for us ^
to avoid harsh judgment, to preserve
calmness in dealing with them, and to 1

curb the natural resentment which j
arises when our acts are misinterpreted
and we are charged with wrong mo-

^
lives and purposes."
American citizens, he concluded, could

rot be too thankful that tney naa a

President "whom we can trust to deal
with the momentous and difficult problemsof the hour with wisdom, justice
and patience."

GETS $116,000 DAMAGES. \
Supreme Court Rules for Coal Man

in Rate Law Case. 1

The Hepburn rate law was interpret- J
ed by the Supreme Court Tuesday as !
authorizing the interstate commerce
commission to award damages to shippersfor unfair rates and discrimina-
tions, no matter of what date arising,
provided claims were filed before August28. 1907. which, the court held,
was the date the act went into effect.
The court held that Henry H. Meeker,

a New York coal dealer, was entitled to
I1J6.000 damages from the Lehigh Valleyrailroad for claims dating back to
19i»0. Thousands of other claims were
filed within the first year after the
rate law went into effect. (

In the Meeker case the railroad
sought to limit recovery to claims
within two years before the passage of
the act. !
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INTEREST IN THE OATH
ALIEN CITIZENS TAKE

Swear True Allegiance to United
States Against All Other

Sovereignties.

The fact that the United States has
welcomed to its citizenship many personsof all countries of Europe now
engaged in the world's greatest conflict.who are concerned about the fate
>f the lands that gave them birth, has
moused considerable interest in the
lath that these aliens take in becomingnaturalized Americans.
According to this oath they renounce

absolutely all allegiance and fidelity
to any other country and swear to
support and defend the Constitution
md laws of the United States against
my and all enemies with true faith
ind allegiance.

Minor Children of Aliens.
An interesting consideration affects
hose who are born in the United States
>f alien parents, or whose parents may
become naturalized before these chilIrenreach their majority. According
:o the naturalization laws and regulations,if a minor is born in the
'nited States he is an American citi:en.regardless of the citizenship of
lis parents. If he comes to the UnitedStates as a minor and his parents be'omenaturalized citizens, then thehild becomes an American citizen
ipon attaining his majority. An alien
ninor who reaches his majority before
laturalization papers are issued to his
>arents must follow the same procelureas would be required if he came
o the United States after he was
wenty-one.

Oath of Citizenship.
The oath taken by aliens when being
laturalized is as follows:
"I herebv dAclar** r»r» nnth tV»ot t av->

olutely and entirely renounce and abureall allegiance and fidelity to any
oreign prince, potentate, state or
overeignty, and particularly to
he of , of whom I have
leretofore been a subject (and that I
urther renounce the title of ,
n order of nobility which I have hereoforeheld), and that I will support,nd defend the Constitution and laws
f the United States of America against
,ny and all enemies, foreign and donestic;and that I will bear true faith
.nd allegiance to the same."

FACADE OF ASSAY OFFICE
GIFT TO MUSEUM OF ART

jrovernment Building in Wall Street,
New York, to Be Replaced With

Modern Structure.

NEW YORK, February 25..The faadeof the assay office adjoining the
lubtreasury in Wall street, which it
lad been decided to replace with a
nodern structure, has been presented
>y the Treasury Department to Robert
K. De Forrest, as president of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, on condiionthat he will remove it without ex-
>ense to the government.
Architects retained by the museum

vill make drawings of the facade as it
now stands, and every block of stone
before being taken down will be numbered,that it may be re-erected on a
new site exactly as it stands today.
New Museum Building in Prospect.
It was learned today that the MetropolitanMuseum trustees hope to erect

i new building in connection with the
museum to house an Americana collection,the nucleus of which has been
presented to the museum by Mrs. RussellSage. If these plans are carried
out the assay office facade will form
the front of the new building.
The old assay office was erected in

1823. It was then the subtreasury, and
the present subtreasury was the customhouse. Later it was a branch of
the United States Bank. When the bank
went out of existence it was used for
private banking offices. In 1854 it was
repurchased by the government, and
was used as an assay office until the
new building was erected.

Peace Pact With Uruguay Ratified.
Secretary Bryan and Minister Pena

of Uruguay yesterday exchanged ratificationsof the peace commission treaty
negotiated between the two governnentsseveral months ago.
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WANT WARSHIP TO CONVOY
LINER THROUGH WAR ZONE

Tobacco Manufacturers Who Buy
of Sumatra in Amsterdam

Fear to «Make Trip.

XKW YORK, February 23..A comjmittee of tobacco manufacturers whc
usually go to Amsterdam every spring
to buy at auction their supplies ol
Sumatra tobacco for six months recentlysent a letter to the Department
of State telling1 of their fears to travel
through the war zone and intimating
that they would be glad if the authoritieswould sent a battleship to convoj
the vessel on which most of them
would sail for Holland.

Government Declines Request.
An answer from Counselor Lansing

of the State Department made public
I today by the Leaf Tobacco Board oi
Trade follows:
"You are informed that the departmentfor the present in view of the

disturbed condition of affairs in Europeleaves to each person contemplatinga visit there to decide for himsell
whether or not it would be wiser tc

postpone his visit until affairs therein
shall have Yesumed their normal state."
As they pay import duties of almost

$10,000,000 the manufacturers, it is
stated, expected a different reply tc
their request for a convoy.

QUESTIONS U. S. RIVER RIGHTS.

Lumber Company Fights Removal of
Pier.Government Files Briefs.

fV. T\nr,n ntr»ant rtf h O Q filo/l

briefs in the United States Supreme
Court in the case of Greenleaf JohnIson Lumber Company vs. United States.
The case involves the question as to
whether the government may, without
paying: compensation therefor, remove

structures, built in navigable waters,
without the owners' consent, and which
protrude beyond the harbor lines establishedafter their erection, in order
to improve the navigability of such
streams by widening the channel.
The government maintains that every

riparian owner who, without the expressconsent of Congress, builds
structures in navigable waters does so
with the implied understanding that
they shall be removed at his expense
whenever, in the judgment of Congress,
they interfere with na/vigation, and
that the right to erect such structures
is merely a license revocable by the
government at any time.
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j FIVE BOARDS ABOLISHED
BY THE WAR DEPARMENT

Measures of Defense Hereafter to
! Be Under Jurisdiction of

One General Head.

Five special defense boards are
> abolished by War Department order
r promulgated today. The work which
? these special boards previously have
done will hereafter be directed by a

l general board of review, composed of
from Ave to seven officers on detail in

: Washington, who will from time to
time make recommendations regarding
the country's defenses,
The membership of this board has

not yet been determined by Secretary
Garrison. In addition to the recommendationswhich the board of review
may make from time to time, departmentcommanders will be authorized to
make other suggestions based upon the
defensive needs of their respective
jurisdictions.
The special boards which have been

ordered dissolved are the national land
defense board, which lias been charged
with looking to the proper protection
of the land approaches of coast de,fenses; the Cape Henry defense board,
the Long Island sound defense board,
the Panama fortification board and the
Philippine defense board.

NO ACTION ON TREATIES.

Approval of Nicaraguan and Colom1bian Pacts Deemed Unlikely.
The failure of the foreign relations

committee to take action on the Nicaraguanand the Colombian treaties at
its session yesterday was generally regardedas indicating neither would be
pressed further at this session.
The Colombian treaty has not been

reported out of committee, and while
the Nicaraguan agreement has been
given a favorable report, affirmative
action on the part of the committee
looking toward holding executive ses-
einn o r\t tba umiild Vin Vo honn

taken had the advocates of the treaty
intended to press it for immediate consideration.
When the Colombian treaty was

taken up in the committee Senator
Stone read* a letter from Col. Rooseveltwhich concluded with these words:
"The principle of the treaty which

you inform me you are endeavoring to
have ratified by the Senate of the
United States is a treaty of blackmail,
pure and simple."
Mr. Roosevelt also dwelt on the his:tory of the negotiations with Colomibia relating to the treaty during his

administration, recalling that the orig51V
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INDIANA RICH'lN RELICS
FOR ITS 1916 CENTENNIAL

State Senator Culbertson Tells of

Many Early Institutions.Asks
$50,000 Appropriation.

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind., February 25..
An interesting picture of the early historyof Indiana and the northwest territorywas described in the Indiana
senate yesterday by Senator Culbertson
of Vincennes in speaking for a bill appropriating$50,000 for the state's purchaseof Indiana's first capitol at Corydon.The purchase of the old buildingwill form part of the Indiana cen- r*f]
tennial in 1016.
The first legislative assembly, the

first church, first newspaper, first Masonicchapter and first university west
of the Alleghenies were founded at
Vincennes, shortly after its settlement

nnnni.<4imr t r* ^oriitur CnlKprt.

son. All of these institutions are still
in existence and will play an important
role in the centennial exercises next
year.
"Alice of Old Vincennes," said Senator

Oulbertson, "is able to preserve its
own historic relics and will not ask for
state assistance."

Suit Advanced to April 5.
The government's anti-trust suit

against the International Harvester
Company has been advanced by the
Supreme Court of the United States
for argument April 5.

Pasadena, Cal., has 164 miles of
street^ and alleys.
Arizona in 1912 produced 350,000,0(10 impoundsof copper. ss
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Russia Calf Button and ^Lace Shoes
$3 to $4 Values.

j
Ladies' Button and Lace Shoes, a

in patent leather, gun -metal and %L
kid; cloth and kid tops. All sizes u
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$16.50 Brussels Rugs, $10.85
(50c a Week)

Size 9 by 12 feet; nine-wire allwoolfabric woven deftly into a

host of patterns and colors.

$24.50 Seamless Velvet Rugs
$13.85

(Mc a Week.*
Selected for their deep worsted

velvet and close-woven nap. You
will find a big selection of patternsin colors to suit any room
in the house.

$4.00 Axminster Rugs, $2.19
In designs and colors to match

the room size rugs. Size 36 by 63
inches.
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$6.00 Rolls of China Matting
$3.35

<25c a Week.)
Heavy Cochin Cnina Matting", fn

dozens of colors and small check
designs.
Twenty (20) yards to the roll.

$7 Rolls of Jap Matting, $3.98 i
The famous Togo 225 Cotton i*

Warp Jap Matting, woven in a
wonderful variety of patterns and
colors. 20 yds. to tke roll.

85c and 90c Brussels Carpet
Yard, 59c

Nine-wire grade, with an all-
wool face. Patterns and colors
suitable for halls, rooms and stairways..L
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nickel hardware. 90 lbs. ice
capacity.
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